MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF WYLAM PARISH COUNCIL
HELD ON 12th February 2024

Present: Counciliors A Armstrong, L Barker, D Carney {Chair), ] Hanley, M lones, C Percy
Also present: T Wood (Parish Clerk)

Questions from Members of the Public.
Gareth Davies-Jones, ane of the directors of the Wylam Winter Tales Festival, gave a presentation. ‘He
reminded members that 2025 is the Stockton and Darlington Railway 200" Anniversary. Wylam Wmler
Tales would like to spearhead a celebration of this anniversary with a week of events across the village
running from 31st January — 7th February 2025 to showcase Wylam's railway heritage. These events
could involve Wylam First School as well as the Parish Council and other village groups. The Parish
Council thanked Gareth for his presentation and members indicated that they would look very favourably
onany application for grant funding from Wylam Winter Tales. This should be submitted as soon as
possible. It was noted that, for the project to go ahead, grant funding (from the parish Council and other
sources) would need to be in place by April 2024.
Resolved that
i. The proposal would be noted and Wylam Winter Tales encouraged to submit a grant application.
{i.  The Parish Council would consider what form its involvement in the 2025 celebrations might take.
iii. The Clerk would contact Wylam Winter Tales to discuss how best to progress the project.

Report from County Councillor H Waddell,
County Councillor H Waddell was not in attendance.

Report of the Volunteer Tree Warden (Liz Bray)
The Volunteer Tree Warden's report was received by members, Following the removal of Oaks in the
Nature Reserve during 2023, new oak trees are to be planted In locations yet to be decided. The
vegetation management work at the Jackson Road green space in the village has been agreed, and gquotes
are to be approved by the Parish Council - see ltem13(iv). The Tree Warden noted that during the tree
work at Tyne View one of the trees had fallen down, and wondered whether the bill for the work would
be cheaper as a result. Volunteers are to begin the work at the western edge of the Pit Heap, removing
the cherry and eim saplings.
Resolved that

i.  Clerk Inform the Volunteer Tree Warden of the approval of quotations for vegetation

management at Jackson Road and work required at the Nature Reserve during 2024.
il.  Clerk to contact Tyne Valley Woodlands regarding the cost of work at Tyne View.

1. Apologies for absence.
County Councillor H Waddell
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2. Declarations of Interest from members on items on the Agenda:
None declared.

3. Minutes of the Meeting held on 8" January 202a.
Resolved that:

The Minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council Meeting held on 8™ fanuary 2024 be confirmed as
a correct record and signed by the Chair.

4. Minutes of the Extraordinary Meeting held on 22nd January 2024,
Resolved that:

The Minutes of the Extracrdinary Parish Council Meeting held on 22nd January 2024 be

l.
confirmed as & correct recard and signed by the Chair.

4. Clerk's Report.
The Clerk’s Report had been circulated toa Members, The document was discussad. The Clerk gave

further information about the proposed visit to Hagg Bank Play Area by the Playdale representative,
Further information would be available for the April Parish Council Meeting. The Volunteer Tree
Warden reported that the wildlife camera will no longer be placed in the Nature Reserve. The Clerk
would provide an update on the Wylam Angling Club sign at Stephenson Terrace at the next meeting.
Tyne Valley Woodlands would be asked for advice on the Tyne View treas and this would be reported
back to the Parish Council at a future meeting. The work to be completed at Jackson Road fs 10 be
approved later in the agenda, Tyne Valley Woodlands and the Volunteer Trae Warden to be informed

of the outcome.

Resolved that

i. The report be received.
il. Clerk to add a report on Hagg Bank Play Area proposals to the Aprll agenda.

jil.  Clerk to give update at next meeting en the Wylam Angling Clubsign.
Clerk to meet Tyne Valley Woodlands about Tyne View trees and report back 1o next meeting.

.
Clerk to inform Tyne Valley Woodlands of decision an quatstion for Jackson Road.

v,

5. Wylam Parish Council Advisory Groups Update
* Road Safety Working Group
A meeting of the group is to be organised.

Resolved that
i.  Clerk to circulate date of the Group's next meeting.

e Museum and Heritage Working Group
No Heritage meeting has taken place. Members discussed the proposal from Wylam Winter Tales.

Resolved that
i.  Clerk to meet with National Trustre marketing of Volunteer opportunities.

ii.  Clerk to meet with National Trustre charges for guided walks,
iii.  Clerk to Inform Wylam Winter Tales that the Parish Council would welcome a proposal for
~ the events in 2025. |

C Percy to ask Fiona Forsyth (TVCRP) for an update on outstanding actions.

iv,
C Percy to source replacement key for Library for guided walks,

v
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Haughs Local Nature Reserve Management Group

Formal meeting of the group had taken place an 14 January. Minutes from the meating will be
circulated to members. New gates and signage had been discussed as work to be completed in
2024, Further discussion to take place regarding replacement of the gate next to the allotments.
The gate replacement would need to be an accessible gate. Management Plan would be updated
and the Risk Assessment for volunteers would be amended to include working at height. It had
been noted that the Memaorial benches In the Nature Reserve are in a state of disrepair.
Resolved that
. Mlones to update group’s terms of reference,

ii. M Jones to amend volunteer Risk Assessment document to Include working at height.

iii. Replacement of gate to be discussed at a future meeting of the Parish Council.

iv.  Clerkto contact NCC regarding the replacement of the fence adjacent to the gate.

v, Clerk to contact families to enquire if Memorial benches are to be repaired or replaced.

Wyiam Litter Group
Members discussed village litter picks. Spring litter pick Is confirmed as 16% March,
Resolved that
i.  Mlones to update Wylam Litter Pick poster,
ii. Clerk to circulate date of next litter pick on village notice boards and via posters and social
media.

iil.  Clerk to circulate dates to interested groups.

Climate Action Group:
1 Hanley reported that the group is |n hibernation. There are a number of good ideas which have
not turned into tangible projects.
Resolved that
i. 1Hanleyto prepare a report outlining all activities of the Climate Action Group be prepared.
i This reportand future of the group to be considered by the Parish Council at its March
meeting,
A review of Parish Council Working Groups is to take place and updated terms of reference to be
approved by the Parish Council.

7. Charlie’s Corner
D Carney gave a review of the report that was originally tabled at the November Parish Council
Meeting. The proposed plan for Charlie’s Corner had been published in the Summer edition of the
Globe, notice boards, social media and the gates leading to Charlie’'s Corner, Of the responses
received the majority were against the proposed changes to Charlie’s Corner, It was noted that the
space Is used and valued by dog walkers and that useful alternative suggestions from residents
should be incorporated as far as possible, such as a commemorative Coronation bench and planters
for bee friendly plants.
Resolved that:
i.  The original design is not approved.
li. Residents’alternative suggestions be taken up as far as possible.
iil.  Clerk to source costings for a Coronatlon Bench.
fy.  Clerk to source costings for Bee Hotels.
v. Clerkto source costings for Bee Squares,
8, Village Grassed Zones

The Clerk gave a review of previous discussions and initiatives regarding grassed areas and nature
recovery. During 2023 some areas of grass across the village were not mown but Jeft to grow wild.
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This resulted in complaints from residents about the lack of care of the village green spaces.
Members discussed compromise measures that could promote nature recovery Hviag alongside a

grass cutting regime, with the possible introduction of bee squares and edible herbs in areas of the
village.

Resolved that!
i Clerk to confirm with NCC that Station Road, Dene Estate and Jackson Road are to be cut
with 1m left around larger trees, Areas of smaller trees are to be strimmed.
i, Clerk to contact NCC regarding the verges on Holeyn Hall Road and Bluebell Lane.

9. Wylam Parish Council — Email and Website

9.

The new Parish Council website is almost ready to go live, with some pages to be noted as under

construction. Link to be shared with members to upload historical documents.
Resolved that:

I. Members to provide support for import of information.
ik, MJones to share upload information.

ill, Individual members to have responsibility for uploading information on selected pages.
iv, Clerk to contact village groups for updated Information and confirm page requirements.

Spring Globe

Spring Globe to be printed in April.
Resolved that:

I, Members to prepare content for Spring Globe.

Wylam Community Flood/Resilience Plan
The Volunteer Flood Warden Group continues to monitor flooding hotspots in the village. No further

meeting of the group has taken place. The Clerk’s meeting with Wylam Institute Commitiee to
discuss resilience planning is to be rescheduled.
Resolved that:

I.  lLead Flood Warden to continue to update voluntaers of action notifications.
li.  Lead Flood Warden to provide update at next meeting.
iil.  Clerk to organise Resilience Planning mesting with Wylam institute Committee.

Neighbourhood Plan Update
An updste will be given at the next meeting of the Parish Council.

Finance
Members reviewed receipts and payments, the Budget Update to December 2023 and bank
reconciliations 1o October 2023,
Resolved that:
i.  The payments detailed in Appendix D be approved.

il.  The Budget Update December 2023 be recelved,

iil. The Bank reconciliations to October 2023 by received.

iv.  The quotations detailed in Appendix G be approved.

14. To review correspondence received

o M
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Correspondence received was reviewed.
Resolved that!
i.  The report at Appendix H be recelved,
il.  The correspondence received since last meeting be noted and actioned where appropriate.
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15. _Planning Matters
The infermation an planning matters was received.
Resolved that:
i The report at Appendix | be received.,

The Councll passed a resolution excluding the press and public from the meeting in accordance with
Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 by reason of the confidential nature
of the business to be transacted (sensitive information).

16. Riverside Land |
The Parish Council received the report from the latest monthly inspection.

17. Minor lhms & lums for the agenda of a future meeting
» D Carneyand the Clerk informed members of the DIBC discussions relating to Cemetery Lodge.
* The damaged 'soldier'memorial and Remembrance Sunday wreaths:at the War Memaorial were

. The nin the_Ol tation car park continues to be used for rubbish that should be takenta a
_ antre, resulting in fiy tipping when the bin is full,

FRES 'm‘damaged ‘soldier'memorial and the Remembrance Sunday wreaths be removed.

i ‘asked to remove the large bin from Station Road arpaﬂi'.

Meeting ~ Monday 11* March 2023
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